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PRESENT STATUS OF GEODESY AND SOME OF THE 
PROBLEMS OF THIS BRANCH OF GEOPHYSICS 

By William Bowie 
Geodesy is one of the oldest of the geophysical sciences. Originally 
it embraced only a limited field, consisting of the determination of the 
shape of the earth and its size and the means by which this was done. 
But now the subject of geodesy is very closely allied with other matters 
and there are few geophysical questions that do not, either directly or 
indirectly, concern the geodesist in the solution of his problems. 
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